
ENGLISH at St Mary’s Primary School 
 

Intent: 
At St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, we desire to ensure that every child who leaves us at the end of Year 6 is competent in speaking, listening and communicating their 
ideas clearly. We strive to produce children who are fully literate and articulate and are prepared for their secondary education and later life. Through reading in particular, 
pupils are given a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually whilst also making purposeful links to other areas of the learning to enable 
pupils to deepen their knowledge. Literature, especially, plays a key role and we ensure that our children are exposed to a wide range of high-quality books throughout the 
curriculum. We aim to foster a love of literacy and language and an enjoyment of learning to develop confident and enthusiastic readers and ambitious writers.  
Our school aims to ensure that all pupils:  
• secure phonic knowledge in order to read fluently and with good understanding  
• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  
• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  
•become confident, independent and reflective readers who are exposed to a wide range of high-quality literature and develop a habit of reading for pleasure and 
information. 
• write clearly and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 
• use discussion to learn; they should be able to explain clearly their understanding and ideas  
• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, communicating their understanding and ideas clearly using discussion in order to learn. 
 Our aims will be met by providing the pupils with a structured approach to teaching literacy skills and providing them with a wide range of models and experiences to 
support their understanding. 
 

English 

YR Core texts including Fiction, Non-Fiction Nursery Rhymes, songs and Poetry linked to themes across the Year 
See progression map - Reception 

Class Cycle Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Y1/2 

A 

FICTION: Fantasy 
NON-FICTION: Reports  
POETRY: List poems  
 

FICTION: Seasonal 
narrative  
NON-FICTION: A Leaflet  
POETRY: A Rhyming Poem 

FICTION: tradition tale 
NON-FICTION: A letter 

FICTION: Adventure 
POETRY: Humour  

FICTION: Sci-fi 
NON-FICTION: Non-
chronological reports 
POETRY: Free verse 

FICTION: Legend 
NON-FICTION: Information 
text 
POETRY: Summer 

SPELLING: 
Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 

SPELLING: 
Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 

SPELLING: 
Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 

SPELLING: 
Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 

SPELLING: 
Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 

SPELLING: 
Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 

READING: Little Wandle 
Phonics 

READING: Little Wandle 
Phonics 

READING: Little Wandle 
Phonics 

READING: Little Wandle 
Phonics 

READING: Little Wandle 
Phonics 

READING: Little Wandle 
Phonics 

B 

FICTION: Familiar settings 
NON-FICTION: Diary 
POETRY: List Poems 

FICTION: PSHE link  
NON-FICTION: Postcard  
POETRY: Rhyming poem 

FICTION: Fantasy (The Bear 
and the Piano) 
NON-FICTION: Recounts 

FICTION: Adventure 
POETRY: Poems on Theme 

FICTION: Traditional tale  
NON-FICTION: Travel 
journal  
POETRY: Rhyming poem 

FICTION: fable  
NON-FICTION: biography 
POETRY: Senses poem 

SPELLING: SPELLING: SPELLING: SPELLING: SPELLING: SPELLING: 



Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 
 

Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 
 

Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 
 

Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 
 

Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling  
 

Little Wandle Phonics and 
spelling 
 

  



Y3/4 

A 

FICTION:  Fantasy 
NON-FICTION: Newspaper 
POETRY: Seasonal 

FICTION: Suspense 
NON-FICTION: Letter 
POETRY: Haiku  

FICTION: Traditional Tale  
NON-FICTION: Instructions  

FICTION: Adventure 
POETRY: Lyric poetry 

FICTION: Sci-fi  
NON-FICTION: Non-
chronological reports 
POETRY: Rhyming couplets 

FICTION: Myths 
NON-FICTION: Argument 
POETRY: Cinquain 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable author, picture 
book, children’s classics, 
Black History Month, 
Notable person  

READING: Extracts from: 
Poetry, remembrance, anti-
bullying, classic fiction, 
Christmas text. 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable authors, diversity 
texts, Classic Children’s 
Fiction, Children’s Mental 
Health week, E Safety week 

READING: Extracts from: 
WBD, diversity text, picture 
book, notable people 

READING: Extracts from: 
Classic Children’s fiction, 
values, poetry, significant 
authors, novels 
 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable people, picture 
book, poetry, diverse 
novels, songs, musicals   

SPELLING: Suffixes, words 
from Y3/4 list, the /i/ 
sound spelled with a ‘y’, 
the /u/ sound spelled ‘ou’ 

SPELLING: the /ai/ sound 
spelled ‘ie’, ‘eigh’ ot ‘ey’, 
prefixes un- and dis-, 
adding suffices, split 
digraphs, words from Y3/4 
list 

SPELLING: review of 
autumn spellings, words 
from Y3/4 list, the prefixes 
re- and super- 

SPELLING: words from Y3/4 
list, the prefixes anti-, sub-, 
auto- and inter- , 
homophones and near 
homophones 

SPELLING: 
Review of spring spellings, 
words from Y3/4 list, the 
suffix -ly 

SPELLING: the suffixes -ally 
and -ation, suffixes 
(vowels), endings –sion 
and -tion, prefixes in- and 
il-, im- and ir-, review 
words from Y3/4 list 

B 

FICTION: familiar setting 
NON-FICTION: Diary 
POETRY: Narrative 

FICTION: Adventure 
NON-FICTION: Brochure 
POETRY: Kennings 

FICTION: Fantasy  
NON-FICTION: Explanation  

FICTION: Adventure 
POETRY: Imagery 

FICTION: Historical 
NON-FICTION: Letter 
POETRY: Imagery 

FICTION: Mystery 
NON-FICTION: Biography 
POETRY: Haiku  

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable author, picture 
book, children’s classics, 
Black History Month, 
Notable person  

READING: Extracts from: 
Poetry, remembrance, anti-
bullying, classic fiction, 
Christmas text. 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable authors, diversity 
texts, Classic Children’s 
Fiction, Children’s Mental 
Health week, E Safety week 

READING: Extracts from: 
WBD, diversity text, picture 
book, notable people 

READING: Extracts from: 
Classic Children’s fiction, 
values, poetry, significant 
authors, novels 
 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable people, picture 
book, poetry, diverse 
novels, songs, musicals   

SPELLING: Review of 
prefixes so far, words from 
the Y3/4 word list, missing 
letters, possessive 
apostrophe, suffixes, 
(vowel letters) 

SPELLING: -sion, -tion, 
ssion, -cian endings, words 
from the Y3/4 word list 

SPELLING: review of 
autumn spellings, words 
from Year ¾ word list, -ous 
endings 

SPELLING: /k/ sound spelt 
‘ch’, /s/ sound spelt ‘c’, -
ture endings, unstressed 
vowels 

SPELLING: review spring 
words, words from the 
Y3/4 word list, /sh/ sound 
spelt ‘ch’, -gue endings 

SPELLING: -que endings, 
/s/ sound spelt ‘sc’, 
homophones and near 
homophones, words with 
prefixes un-, dis-, mis- and 
re-, words from the Y3/4 
word list 

  



Y5  

FICTION: Fantasy 
NON-FICTION: Newspaper 
Reports 
POETRY: Narrative poems 

FICTION: Horror 
NON-FICTION: A letter  
POETRY: Imagery 

FICTION: Traditional Tales  
NON-FICTION: An 
Argument 

FICTION: Adventure 
POETRY: A Rap 

FICTION: Sci-Fi  
NON-FICTION: Non-
chronological reports 
POETRY: Nonsense poem 

FICTION: Mystery 
NON-FICTION: Speech 
POETRY: Limericks 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable author, picture 
book, children’s classics, 
Black History Month, 
Notable person  

READING: Extracts from: 
Poetry, remembrance, 
anti-bullying, classic 
fiction, Christmas text. 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable authors, diversity 
texts, Classic Children’s 
Fiction, Children’s Mental 
Health week, E Safety 
week 

READING: Extracts from: 
WBD, diversity text, 
picture book, notable 
people 

READING: Extracts from: 
Classic Children’s fiction, 
values, poetry, significant 
authors, novels 
 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable people, picture 
book, poetry, diverse 
novels, songs, musicals   

SPELLING: review of Y4 
prefixes and suffixes, 
words from the Y3/4 word 
list, words containing the 
letter string -ough, words 
from the Y5/6 list 

SPELLING: words ending in 
-ious, endings that sound 
like /shl/ and are spelt -cial 
or -tial, words from the 
y5/6 list 

SPELLING: review of 
autumn words, words 
ending in -able, -ible, -ably, 
-ibly, homophones and 
near-homophones, words 
from the Y5/6 list  

SPELLING: words with 
silent letters, words ending 
in -and, -ent, -ancy, -ance, 
ency, enc, homophones 
and near homophones 

SPELLING: review of spring 
words, revision of prefixes, 
converting nouns and 
adjectives into verbs, 
homophones and near 
homophones 

SPELLING: the possessive 
apostrophe (plurals), 
turning adjectives into 
adverbs, words from Y5/6 
lists 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable author, picture 
book, children’s classics, 
Black History Month, 
Notable person  

READING: Extracts from: 
Poetry, remembrance, 
anti-bullying, classic 
fiction, Christmas text. 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable authors, diversity 
texts, Classic Children’s 
Fiction, Children’s Mental 
Health week, E Safety 
week 

READING: Extracts from: 
WBD, diversity text, 
picture book, notable 
people 

READING: Extracts from: 
Classic Children’s fiction, 
values, poetry, significant 
authors, novels 
 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable people, picture 
book, poetry, diverse 
novels, songs, musicals   

Y6  

FICTION: Familiar setting 
NON-FICTION: Diary 
POETRY: Narrative 

FICTION: Seasonal 
NON-FICTION: Postcard 
POETRY: Personification 

FICTION: Fantasy  
NON-FICTION: Recount  

FICTION: Adventure  
POETRY: (If) 

FICTION: Historical 
narrative  
NON-FICTION: Speech  
POETRY: The Most 
Dangerous Animal 

FICTION: Mystery  
NON-FICTION: Biography  
POETRY: Narrative  

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable author, picture 
book, children’s classics, 
Black History Month, 
notable person  

READING: Extracts from: 
Poetry, remembrance, 
anti-bullying, classic 
fiction, Christmas text. 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable authors, diversity 
texts, Classic Children’s 
Fiction, Children’s Mental 
Health week, E Safety 
week 

READING: Extracts from: 
WBD, diversity text, 
picture book, notable 
person 

READING: Extracts from: 
Classic Children’s fiction, 
values, poetry, significant 
authors, novels 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable people, picture 
book, poetry, diverse novels, 
songs, musicals   

SPELLING: review of Y5 
words, ‘ei’ following the 
letter ‘c’, words from the 
Y5/6 list, adding suffixes to 
words ending in -fer 

SPELLING: use of the 
hyphen, words ending in     
-gue and -que, ‘ch’ makes 
‘k sound, ‘ch’ makes ‘sh’ 
sound, words from the 
Y5/6 list 

SPELLING: words from the 
Y5/6 list, revision of words 
ending in -sure and -ture, 
revision of ‘ou’ spells ‘u’, 
as in ‘trouble’ 

SPELLING: review the role 
and use of suffixes, 
revision of /shun/, /shal/, 
/shus/, -able, -ably, -ible, -
ibly endings 

SPELLING: Review the use 
of the /ough/ letter string, 
review of homophones, 
review of apostrophes, 
Spelling Bee on Y5/6 
words, strategies for 
spelling in test conditions, 
etymology 

SPELLING: ‘ei’, ‘eigh’, ‘ey’, 
‘ea’,’aigh’, etymology – 
words with the /s/ sound 
spelt ‘sc’, txtng and spng – 
what are the rules, review of 
English technical vocabulary 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable author, picture 
book, children’s classics, 
Black History Month, 
notable person  

READING: Extracts from: 
Poetry, remembrance, 
anti-bullying, classic 
fiction, Christmas text. 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable authors, diversity 
texts, Classic Children’s 
Fiction, Children’s Mental 

READING: Extracts from: 
WBD, diversity text, 
picture book, notable 
people 

READING: Extracts from: 
Classic Children’s fiction, 
values, poetry, significant 
authors, novels 
 

READING: Extracts from: 
Notable people, picture 
book, poetry, diverse novels, 
songs, musicals   



Health week, E Safety 
week 

 


